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February 25, 2008

Robert Shortsleeve, Chair

City of Boston Zoning Board of Appeal
1010 Massachusetts Avenue

Boston, MA 02118

Re: Arthur McCarthy
106 Boston Street, Ward 7
Boston Zoning Board of Appeal No. 28525
Hearing Date: March 4, 2008
Boston City Hall, Room 801

Dear Chairman Shortsleeve and Members of the Board:

At their November 20, 2007 meeting, the membership of the John W. McCormack Civic Association
voted to oppose Mr. Arthur McCarthy’s proposal to erect a three family dwelling with a four car
garage, rear porches with an egress stairs and roof deck. The variance seeks relief from the City of
Boston’s ruling that the lot area and width are insufficient and that the floor area ratio and building
height are excessive.

This Association reviewed Mr. McCarthy’s architectural plans. Our members had the following

concerns:

1) That the proposed building is too large for the 1,583 square foot lot at 106 Boston Street.

2) That the proposed egress to the garage appears dangerously close to Boston Street given the
degree of visibility of traffic coming from Boston Street

3) That the proposed egress to the garage appears extremely difficult to negotiate, especially given
the angle to the garage opening. This difficulty, coupled with the scenario that the two pairs of
garaged cars would be piggybacked, would result in the under utilization of the garage/driveway
space. Realistically, four additional cars would thus consume street parking which is already
extremely tight.

4) That the curb cut required for the egress would consume one or more additional parking spots.

If you should have any questions or need further information, please feel free to contact me at any
time at 617-710-3793.

Very truly yours,

N

Michael J. McColgan
Executive Board Member

Cc:  Arthur McCarthy
City Council President Maureen Feeney
City Councilor William Linehan
Senator John A. Hart
Representative Brian Wallace
Casey Flynn, Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services
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